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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 





Mr. BRACKENRIDGE’s SPEECH 2n the Ma- 
ryland Legislature, in favor of the Bill 
for extending eligibility to offices of trust 
and profii to the Jews. 

(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 18.) 

Were we to attempt the conversion of 
the Jews to Christianity, the true mode 
would be to treat them with kindness, and 
to allow them a full participation in every 
thing our country affords. When men are 
proscribed for their opinions, those opinions 
become dear to them; like the traveller in 

the storm, they draw the mantle closer a- 

bout them; but on the return of the warm 

and genial! sun, they cast it carelessly away. 

Some reasons have been urged against the 

passage of this bill, whose force | must own 

myself unable to comprehend. We 
told that it will hold out inducements to 
the Jews to migrate to this country from 
abroad. Without stopping to enquire 
whether this would be an evil, I shall sim- 
ply reply that this inducement already ex- 
ists. If it can seriously be supposed, that 
the prospect of obtaining offices would in- 
vite the Jews to this country, has not this 
invitation been already given by the con- 
stitution of the union, as well as of the 
neighboring states? It has been objected 
on the other hand, that the number of Jews 
in this country is but small; that to alter 
the constitution for these, would be curry- 
ing liberality too far. Sir, I think very 
differently on this subject. If but one A- 
merican citizen be deprived of his just 
rights, and it be in our power to redrcss 
them, itis our duty to do so, either by our 
own act, or by devising other suitable 
means. It has been repeated that there is 
no intolerance in withholding from the 

Jews the common privileges of citizenship. 

It is asked, are they not protected in the 

enjoyment of their religion? Are they not 

permitted to hold property, and to pursue 
the occupations in lite most agreeable to 
them, excepting only the profession of the 

law ? Are they not permitted to vote at e- 

lections, and thus allowed a voice in the 

formation of the laws? I own, sir, that 
this is true, but why allow them even these 
privileges? Sup;ose them allowed but one 
less than they at present enjoy; for in- 
stance, the right to vote, and that applica- 
tion were now made in their favor ; would 
not the same arguments be urged in oppo- 
sition to the granting that request, that w: 
have heard on this occasion, that an at- 
tempt is made to procure for them the en- 
joyment of every privileg:? To go still 
further, suppose them on the seme footing 
with the Jews of England, and an attempt 
were made to extend to them the rights of 
citizenship, would not the same arguments 
in opposition still be urged? Pursuing this 
train of thought where would it end? Sir, 
it would end in consigning the Jews to the 
dungeons of the i quisition, The self-same 
arguments that have been arr: yed this day 
against the passage of the bill on your ta- 
ble, have been heard from the lips of those 
who are engaged in preparing the racks, 
the. chains, the fires, for the persecuted 
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Jew. They are uaworthy of an American, 
and ought to be abhorred, if for no oth- 
er reasou than that they are the constant 
theme of those who perpetrate the most 
horrid crimes in the name of religion?" 
those *twhose banner is stolen from the al- 
tar of God, and whose forces are cengre- 
gated from the abysses of hell.” 


There is one thing which ought to teach 
us charity to all who worship God ina 
manner different from us; that in countries 
under the government of the mquisition, 
those strangers who profess the protestant 
religion are regarded in the same light as 
the Jews; they are even Known by the 
same name, aud but for the fear of the 
governments to which they belong, would 
be treated with the same cruelty and op- 
probrium. As far as epithets can shew the 
extent of this bigotry and prejudice, the 
unfortunate heretics are in a situation little 
better than the unfortunate Jews. This is 
not the spirit of Christianity. If man errs 
in his belief, is there no judge? ‘There is, 
and that judge has emphatically declared 
to men, ‘*judge not lest ye be judged.” I 
wish to be distinctly understood, as hav- 
ing no intention to express an unfavorable 
idea of any particular denomimation. I 
speak only of the abuses committed in the 
name of Christianity, and those abuses 
have rarely failed to be practised, whenev- 
er there is an exclusive religion maimtained 
by coercion of any kind. If we levk abroad, 
we will find that the persecuting spirit is 
not the inseparable attendant of catholli- 
cism; end the history of our own country 
proves that protestants may sometimes be 
intolerant. 

It has been said, and I own I have heard 
it with some surprize, that the subject pro- 
posed to be remedied by the bill is of a na- 
ture purely abstract; that no serious cause 
of complaint exists. It is true, sir, that 
there has been no deputation from those 
people to solicit personally, or to make 
known their wishes with respect to this 
bill. Far from being construed unfavora- 
bly for them, there is a delicacy in thus 
declining to weary you with importunities, 
which deserves to be admired. But can 
any one for a moment suppcse, that a na- 
tive American citizen, whatever his reli- 
zion may be, can be insetisible to the en- 
joyment of privileges, so highly prized by 
all his countrymen? Is it possible that he 
is insensible to the indignity of being placed 
in an inferior grade of rights? No, sir, al- 
though the Jews are silent on this occasion, 
they are far from being insensible. They 
look to the decision of this Hous with the 
deepest interest, as one, that will restore 
them to their just rank under the cowstitu- 
tion, that they are so fully entitled to 
claim, by every reason of sound policy, as 
well as by the constitution of the union. 
It is but a few days since I read an ac- 
count, in one of the newspapers of Balti- 
more, of a public examination at the pria- 
cipal seminary of learning at that place. 
To the son of a Jew, litle more than twelve 
years of age, was awarded the first prize, 
in every branch of education; and to 
crown all, he was declared to have surpas- 
sed his companions in good conduct and 
morality, as he had in superior endowments 
of mind! I own I feel a mortification when 
} reflect that the talents, learning, and m:r- 
itorious deportment of this youth, can lead 
him to none of the offices and honors of 
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his native state—That he cannot apply 
bimsel]f to the profession of the law, or as- 
pire to a rank in the volunteer company in 
which he miay have signalized his valor. Is 
it pussil’ for this youth, or his parents, to 
feel no mortification at a distinction so in- 
vidious? Those who have been in the hab- 
it of praising the liberality of our institu- 
tions, will with difficulty believe this fact. 
The feeling I have for the honor of my 
country, fr the character of this state, is 
a much more powerful motive for me, in 
voting for the passage of this bill, than the 
mere degre of doing justice to the Jews. I 
would not have it said, that we resorted, e- 
ven in the slightest degree, to power and 
coercion in matters of opinion, whether re- 
ligious or political. No circumstance has 
tended so much to raise our character a- 
raong enlightened men abroad, as our sup- 
posed exemption from this spirit of illiber- 
ality. By the adjoining states this praise 
is justly merited ; and so inseparably did I 
suppose the principle connected with our 
political institutions, that when Maryland 
was first mentioned to me as an exception, 
it excited my astonishment, for I believed 
the principle universal in our country. I 
hope for the honor of the United States, 
and of the state of Maryland, that the bill 
on your table will pass. 

I defy any one to produce the dictum 
or opinion of any American statesman, 
whose opinion is worth citing, in favor of a 
religious test for political purposes ; or the 
example of any state which has withheld 
from American citizens of the Jewish reli- 
gion all eligibility to office. In one of the 
states, (Massachusetts) it is true, there is a 
test; but even this is only applicable to a 
few of the higher offices; and I believe 
there is no instance of a state having re- 
jected a formal attempt to doit away. In 
every constitution formed since that of the 
United States, the test has been rejected ; 
and by some it is even provided that none 
shall ever be required. Jews have been 
employed both under the state and general 
governments, in offices of the highest trust 
and honor. In North Carolina, a memora- 
ble instance is on record, of an attempt to 
expel Mr. Henry, a Jew, from the legisla- 
ture of that state, of which he was a mem- 
ber. The speech delivered by him on that 
occasion, [ hold in my hand, published in 
a collection called the American Orator; a 
book given to your children at school, and 
containing those principles of republican 
trath you wish to sce earliest implanted in 
their minds. I will take the liberty of read- 
ing some passages from it. [Here Mr. 
Brackenridge read a part of the speech. | 
Mr. Henry prevailed, and it is a part of 
our education as Americans, to love and 
cherish the sentiments uttered by him on 
that occasion. 


In the same book we have at least ter 
speeches, all upon this subject, from the 
most celebrated orators of Great Britain. 
The names of Chatham, Fox, Sheridan, 
Grattan and Erskine, are given to us as the 
champions of universal toleration ; as the 
advocates of the catholic and the dissenter, 
-hey speak with the irresistible energy of 
‘ruth; they teach us to detest the unnatu- 
rel union of church and state, and to a- 
bominate the interference of earthly pow: 
er in matters of religion. Why put this 
book into the hands of your children, if it 
be not to insti) into their minds the seuti- 





ments that American citizens ought to en- 
tertain? Where is the distinction between 
ihe struggle of the catholic and the dis- 
senter, for the liberty of conscience in 
England, in which we all so sincerely sym- 
pathize, and the effort now made to pro- 
ture the same thing in this state for the 
persecuted Jews? Is not the proscription 
the same in both instances? Do they not 
both claim the same right to offer their ad- 
orations to the Deity, free from the ani- 
madversions of government? The case is 
the same—it cannot be distinguished. 
Some remarks have fallen from gentle- 
men that, in my mind, go further to prove 
the weakness of the opposition to the bill, 
than even the argumenis that may be ur- 
ged in itssupport. From what other cause 
could it be seriously asserted, that if this 
bill passes we may have infidels and Turks 
in office—we may have the processions of 
the Juggernaut crushing to death its wret- 
ched victims in the public highways ! I will 
ask whether any thing of the kind has yet 
taken place in any part of this country ?— 
Would not these acts be in violation of the 
laws, and the public peace and tranquilli- 
ty? I have never contended that where e- 
pinions manifest themselves in acts, detri- 
mental to the peace of society, that those 
acts ought not to be punished. But I say 
that as long as | keep my thoughts to my- 
self, or their manifestetion neither violates 
the laws nor does any injury to my neigh- 
bor, no one has a right to molest me for 
them. This is the right I claim as an A- 
merican citizen; and | proclaim it perse- 
cution, when any one forcibly interrupts 
the free enjoyment of my opinions, wheth- 
er they be in matters of religion, politics or 
science, provided I so use them, as neithet 
to insult nor injwre my neighbors, nor vio- 
late the laws of the land, Where the mat- 
ter is a mere difference of opinion, I hold 
my right unquestionable to differ from any 
other man, or from all mankind, be the 
subject what it may. As to the Turk, or 
the infidel, I scarcely know how to reply 
—we never had more than two or three 
Turks in this country: I cannot be bro’t 
to believe, that there is so much danger of 
the people electing a Turk to the legisla- 
ture, as to require to be especially guarded 
against by the constitution. If by the 
term infidels, be meant such individuals a- 
mong us as deny the sacred scriptures alto- 
gether, I assert that no test can be effectual 
with respect to them, but a knowledge 
of their opinions, and habits of life among 
their neighbors and acquaintance. The 
constitutional test places it in their power 
to acquit or condemn themselves at pleas- 
ure ; there can therefore be no greater ab- 
surdity than to subject them to such a tri- 
al. Nay, its effects would be worse: for 
suppose the case of one whose misfortune 
should be to disbelieve, yet under the influ- 
ence of honor and truth, derived from ear- 
ly education,a practical Christian unknowa 
to himself, such a man would decline the 
test: and although I might not be disposed 
to dispute if any one should deny this to be 
an evil, yet who will not agree with me ia 
saying, that it is an abomination, that the 
infidel, who has no regard to truth and hon- 
or, should be furnished with a mask of re- 
ligion to wear in the prospect of gain? Ifa 
man swear faleely, as a witness, his false- 
hood can be proved by witnesses; but in 
this instance, what witness but Omnis- 


cience cag detect him? To the charge that 








° rn ee eee 


re 


22 


having abused the test, he can allege that his belief has 
been cm since, or that he is now convinced, The 
test is therefore useless for temperal purposes. If by 
the term infidel, be meant the unconverted aborigines 
of this country, or the Kast Undians and Chincse, I 
must reply again, that the possibility of their being 
lected to any officesin this country, is too remote to re- 
quire any coustitutional provision. But, sir, this bill is 
not intended for the relief of infidels or Turks: it is 
intended specifieally in behalf of the Jews; and [must 
confess, that I labor under lamentable ignorance if I 
am wrong in thinking that the Jewish religion ts nor to 
be placed on a footing with that of the Turk, or idola- 
ter! It has been impressed upon my mind, that the 
Jewish religion is divine, that we sould believe in the 
books of the old Testament as well as they, although 
we believe more thantheydo. We concur in the beer 
of what constitutes the base and foundation of Chris- 
tianity ; take away the foundation, and where is the su- 

tructure? And why should we quarrel with them, 
if they should persevere in continuing their abode in 
the darker apartinents beiow, while we ascend to the 
more lofty parts of the dwelling, where we can breathe 
a freer airy, and be surrounded by a purer light. 

_£ am sensible that I have trespassed much on the pa- 
tience of this house, on a subject in which the charac- 
ter ot this state may appear more deeply iavolyed than 
its interests ; but [ feel on that oceasion as I woald for 
myself; the character of justice and liberality is far 
dearer to me, than the preservation of property ; and 
¥ see no reason why a state cught not to be actuated by 
the same motive. 

There is one point of view in which the question has 
been put, by the opponents of the bill, that I feel my- 
self constrained to notice—though, [ confess, with re- 
luctance. It has been stated that the passage of this 
bill is incompatible with the respect we owe the Chris- 
téan religion ; that this is a Chvristian land—that the 
Christian religion ought to be legaily avowed and ac- 
knewiedged ; that its support will be weakened by abel- 
ishing the test. Sir, I can see no disrespect offered to 
any system of religion, when the government simply 
declares, that every man may enjoy his own, provided 
he discharges his s>cial duties ; and that its only foun- 
dation must be the zeal, affection and faith of those 
who profess it. I firmly believe that it is an insult to 
su¢ Christian religion,to suppose that it stands in need 
of the temporal arm for its support, It has flourished 
in despite of temporal power : by the interference of 
temporal power alone, in its behalf, has its progress 
ever retarded, or its principles perverted. 

But this is a Christian land, and we are Christians! 
I rejoice that ik is so ; and hope we will show ourselves 
Worthy of the name by acting with Christian spirit.— 
The Great Author of our religion teaches charity and 

Orbearanve to the errors and frailties of our fellow 

men. Me promised te his followers, not worldly ben- 
efits, but crowns of glory in heaven ; he emphatically 
declared, that his kingdom was not of this world. Far 
from inculcating unkindness and rescniment to those 
of the Jews who did not believe in him, he even forgave 
those ameng them who were his persecutors aud ene 
mics. Do we find any injunction bequeathed to his 
followers, te pursue his enemies with venceance ? No 
—his last words were a prayer for their furgiveness.— 
But this is a Christian land! 1 would as’: how did it 
become so? toe wg violated no principle of justice 
with respect to the umfertunate heathen, whom we 
found here in possessiosi of the soil ; but jet us cast our 
eyes to the south, and view the conquests of Cortez and 
Pizarro ; they too are Cliristian lands ! and how ¢iti th: y 
become so? I can fancy to myscif the wretched Gaui- 
temozin, stretched on burning coals, fur no other crime 
than that of’ being suspected of unrevealed treasures, 
and hear him rebuke his less patient companion in 
musery, by the simple, but heroie question. “am I on a 
bed ef roses ?"—No, sir, the soil we inhabit yields its 
fruits to the just as well asthe unjust: the sun sheds 
his glorious beams equally on all.“ Perbaps the mean- 
ang ot those penny who have so earnestly pressed 
this part of the subject is, that the great majority ofthe 
People of this country being Christians, #1 iz, therefore, 
@ Christian land. For the same reason, sir, it might 
be a Catholic, Episcopal, er Presbytcrian land! In 
booking at the constitutiens, I find that our political 
conpaets are not entered into as Christians, but as men 
-In looking back to our struggle for independence, 
I find that we contended for the unalienable rights of 
man, and not for Christianity. If the aeeidental eir- 
cumstance, of our being fer she greater part Christ- 
aians, would entitie us to proseribe other religions, the 
Same reason will enutitleany of the sects of Christian- 
ity to proscribe the rest. 

If we may venture to assign a cause why the discov- 
ery of America was permitted, I know of none more 
rational, than that it was the will of heaven to open 
af asylum for the perseeuted of every nation. In my 
mind, it excites the most pleasing reflections to behold 
even the Jew, to whom the world is dark ani cheerless, 
exulting in Guding a HOME in this laad—in discover- 

here ome sunny spot at last. In perusing an ele- 
gant pamphkt, lately published in New York, from the 
pen of an American Jew, I rejoice to find myself the 
citizen of a country whose benevolent conduct has mer- 
ited such an eulogium. “Let usturn. then,” says he, 
from Europe, and ber errors of opinion on points of 
faith, to ecntemplate a more noble prospect. OUR 
COUNTRY, the bright example of universal toler- 
ance, of liberality, true religion, and good faith. In 
the formation and arrangement of our civil code, the 
sages and patriots, whose collected wisdom adopted 
them, cloaed the doors upen that great evil whiek has 
shaken the old world to its centre. They proclaimed 
freedom of conscience. and beft the errors of the heart 
to be judged at that tribunal, whose rights should never 
have been usurped. Here no inequality of privileges, 
No asperity of opinion, no invidious distinctions exist ; 
dignity is blended with equality ; justice administered 
empartially; merit alone has a fixed value; and each 
man is stunulated by the same laudable ambition—an 
ambition of doing his duty, and meriting the good wll 
of his fellow citizens. Until the Jews can recover 
their ancient rights and dominions, and take their rank 
among the natens of the earth, THIS IS THEIR 
CHOSEN COUNTRY; here they can rest with the 
persecuted from every clime, secure in their persons 
and property, protected from tyramny and oppression, 
and partiapating of equal rights and immunities.” 

Sir, { have done. I trust Lhaye satisfied every mem- 
her of this house, of the justice of the positions I bavi 
underfaken to maintain. Ihope we shall no lenge 
persevere in withholding from the Jews privileges to 
which they are eonstitugoually enutled. The attempt 
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to prove that there exists weighty reasons of state why 
they should not be allowed these privileges, appears to 
me futile. We run no risk in followin 
of the enlightened framers of the federal compact, 
with the great Washington at their head, Let us 
boidly pursue, at ence, the onty course that can save 


us from innumerable errors: that is, to sever, at once, | 
the unnatural union between power and opinion—be- | 


tween politics and religion. Let us “give unto Cesar 
those things that are Cxsar’s, and unto God those 
things that are God's.” 
—_—— : ae 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


ON CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY. 

Genvine Christianity is connected with 
a strong and prevailing desire to promote 
the happivess of mankind. The Gospel 
inspires unremitting diligence and activity. 
—Like some maejestic river, its salutary 
waters noi ouly cleanse and purify, but im- 
part health, fertility and vigor. Divine 
grace, When it gains admittance to the 
mind, is accompanied with a wonderful 
power and efficacy. Its quickening tu- 
pulse resuscitutes the dorment faculues, 
and unfolds to the believer a sphere of ac- 
tion, exactly corresponding wih his renew- 
ed taste snd dispositivus. Indoence cannot 
be incorporated with those pure and active 
principles, which form the legible charact- 
eristicks of pure and unadulterated picty. 
Like the congealing frosts cf winter, it 
would paralyze the tenderest sensibilities 
of the heart, and suspend the infuence of 
tuose heavenly and benign graces which 
impart the highest dignity to the Christian 
»rofession. ‘The religion of Christ is trans- 
forming im its nature; aud the effects it 
produces are coimmensurate with its pow- 
er. These who are under its gracious in- 
fluence, ofiea exhibit a degree of zeal and 
activity ; of holy warnith and spiritual ex- 
ergy; Wich the loose worldiing, and cold 
furmalist. whose concepuons are less ele- 
vated, and whose views are mated by sub- 
lunary objects, consider quile unnecessary 
and euthusiasiic. Where re ligion is not a 
mere nominal thing, it reigns » iihout « ri- 
val in the bresst. Vhe individual who feels 
its power will joyfully devote bis time, his 
talents and his property, to promote and 
extend iis peaceful triumphs. Such an 
one cannot remain inactive. ‘The con- 
strain ig influence of a Saviour’s love will 


silence the guilty pleadings of sloth and 
supineness. ‘Vis not for him to fold his 


aims in Criminal insensibility, or carelessly 
rechue upon the lap of indulie ice. He 
has become a new creature; 4 uew and 
spiritual world is revealed to his view. The 
thick darkness has fed away, and the Sua 
of Righteousness, rising in mild resplend- 
ence, hus enkindled i: his bosom a flame 
of inextinguishable devotion. ‘Suppose a 
man born blind should suddenly be blessed 
vith the full and perfeet enjoyment of vis- 
ion; what effect would the astonishing 
change produce? Would he sicken at the 
prospect of a lovely world, arrayed in sur 
passing beauty and magnificeace? No— 
the numberless and enchanting scenes dis- 
played before him, would electrify bis soul, 
and diffuse new life and energy througi 
every faculty. And thus it is with the be- 
liever in Jesus, By the energetic power of 
divine grace, he is brought out of darkuess 
into God’s marvellous light;—his joyful 
spirit is completely emancipated from the 
wretched servitude of sip and Satan; the 
agony of guilt is removed from his agitated 
conscience; and “joy unspeakable and 
full of glory,” is freely and abundantly imn- 
parted _—— 
“Then liberty, like day, 
Breaks on the soul, and by a flash from 
heaven, 

Fires all his faculties with glorious joy,” 

The understanding emerges from the 
midsight gloom in which it had been en- 
veloped. The will bows in sweet submis- 
sion to a crucified Saviour; and the affec- 
dons glow with unmingled philaathrophy, 
O, how lovely is Piety, when arrayed in 
her native glory—when displaying her own 
aunborrowed lustre and perfectious! She 
possesses attractious infinitely superior to 
all the fascinations of the world. 


the example , 


Mos iife, exposed to painful vicissitudes—the 


realities wiich are the obj cts of faith.— 


The ! 


bliss of heaven is in her smile—her visita- 
tions are accompanied with all that can 
|ennoble and elevete the soul. With the 
' cord of love, she draws the believer from 
the seductive objects of sense, aud enables 
: him with holy constancy to stem the tor- 
i rent of popular prejudice, and to hold on 
his way to the mansions of unchanging fru- 
iiion and purity. ‘The smile of hope, Chris- 
tian, should ever be seated upon thy coun- 
tenance, and the beam of inward tranquil- § 
lity repose upon thy brow. Soon the clouds 
of aflliction will disperse, and the chilling 
glooms of despondency vanish away.—~ 
‘ake courage, trembling belicver—redou- 
ble thy diligence and activity—thy toils 
and auxieties will soon close forever, and 
the besum of heavenly felicity shall be 
thy final rest. ‘Thou art now on the ocean 


winds how! around ihee—the surges roer, 
and rocks and quicksands threaten thy de- 
struction. But thou art sulla happy voy- 
ager. He who rules the storm, and rides 
upon the tempest, is thy friend; the Bible 
is thy chart, and Jesusis thy pilot. Perse- 
vere, then,te theend. Every day thou art 
approaching nearer to the ‘New Jerusa- 
lem,” the final and blissful abode of all the 
redeemed. There shalt thou partake of 
“ihe tree of life,” and bathe in tha: “pure 
river of water,’’ as “clear as chrystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne cf God and the 
Lamb.” And on thy triumphant entry in- 
to that peaceful havin, a voice, sweeter 
than the harps of ten thousand serajphs, 
shall saluie shy ear, saying —*Well done, 
good and faithful scrvyaat, enter thou into 
the Joy of thy Lord.” L. 
2 oe 
FOR THE CHRIST{AN WATCAMAN. 


ll men have not faith.—2 Thes. iil. 2. 

It is surprising to some persons, who 
have not duly attenced to religious subjects, 
that the necessity of faith is so much Insisi- 
ed on in the holy scriptures. Having never 
felt their need of the forgiveness of sins, nor 
ihe Necessity of a Chauge of disposition to 
it them for the holy sirvice of God, they 
liave considered th ms: ives but litule miter- 
ested in those revealed truths and invisible 
The declaration above is connected, in th 
language of ihe apusde Paul, with @ plain 
intimation that those who ave net faith, 
are destitute of the favor of God. In ex- 
hortg his Thessalouian brethren to pray 
for hua and his teilow-laborers, Siivanus 
and Timotheus, Paul’s words are—*‘a’ray 
for us—ihat we may be delivered trom 
unreasonable and wicked men: forall men 
have not faith.” At the period nm wiuch 
he wrote, it was a time of persecution ; and 
wureasonable and wicked men manifested 
their destitution of faith, by persecuung the 
faithful ministers of Jesus Chirist. 

li is not, ind-ed, aseasou of external 
persecution; it is not the spirit of the day 
in Which we live; but the hearts of sinners 
ire how as much under the power of un- 
belief as in tue apostolic age. ‘This tinbe- 
lief is evideat from their manner cf hie; 
irom their neglect of prayer; from their 
contempt of revelation ; trom their pursuit 
of the vain amusements aud sintul pleasures 
of the world; from their desire ty Imiiace 
the fashionable and splendia inedes of liy- 
ing, which characterise the uagodly and 
juxurious 3 and above all, from the scor: 
which they entertain for the holy and spir- 
itual religiun of the New Testament, ana 
the humble and gracious persons, whose 
godly conduct, like that of Noah, virtually 
condemns the world. ‘These are some of 
the evidences constantly before our eyes in 
the lives of the wicked, that all men have 
not faith, 

‘To the question, therefore, Why is faith 
essential ? 

it may be answered, that faith is neces- 
sary to sinners, because ii is the coustitut- 
ed and only method which God bas reveal- 
| ed for theirsalvation, Having forfeited his 








ion forever and ever. 





fayor by in, it is certainly jacongruous for 


transgressors to dispute his wisdom, of to 
substitute any other way than that which 
he has made known. Faith is essential to 
our salvation, because, in the nature of 
things, we can have no right dispositions. 
while in uobelief. If we do not believe the 
glorious truths which God bas revealed in 
his word, respecting his perfect and holy 
nature ; respecting the justice of ‘his re. 
quiremenis, in the moral law, and the 
righteousness of his threatenings against 
those who violate it; if we do not believe 
that we are in the Jost and condemned 
state which the gospel reveals, how can 
we embrace the tidings which it brings us? 

Paul describes faith as the substance of 
things hoped for; that is, the person who 
believes he has a conviction wrought in his 
heart as to the nature of those things which 
he hopes for, so that he is satisfied as to the 
certainty of their existence, Peter, in 
writing to his brethren respecting Chijst 
Jesus, speaks of the joy which they pos- 
sessed in consequence of their faith— 
‘** Whom having not seen, ye love ; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” This explaius how it 
is that fuith is the substance of thiugs hop- 
ed for. Faith is also essential, because it 
is the only medium through which we place 
our whole dependence on Christ Jesus. It 
is wholly on account of lis mediation, and 
in consequence of his righteousness and 
atonement, that sinners are saved. In this 
way he hes all the glory of their salvation ; 
and it isin this way that believers will be 
prepared to sing the everlasting anthem— 
* Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us Kings and priests unto God and 

is father ; to whom be glory and domin- 
Amen.” 

QUARTUS, 
rs 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The anniversary meeting of this society 
was held in \reemason’s hall, London, in 
April last. There were two thousand per- 
Suns present. At 2 ocl ck, the Right 
Hfon. Lord Vetenmouth took the chairywhen 
the report was read. It detailed the pro- 
of the bible societies in the different 
untries on the continent and in the In- 
dies, &c, stated the numberof bibles issued 
ai cost and reduced price s, from the dist 
of March, 1818, t. the same period in 1619, 
which was 123,247 bibles, and 136,784 
testaments, making in the whole 260,031 
copies, being an increase beyond the issues 
of the preceding year of 65,930 bibles and 
testamenis; making, with those issued at 
the expense of the society, from various 
presses on the continent, a total of more 
than two million 300 thousand. Professor 
Ki ficr, from Paris, presented himself to 
the meeting, and, through the medjum of 
an able address, which was read by the 
Rey. D. Wilson, informed the meeting that 
the Government of France had promised 
their utmost su; port to bible societies in 
that country. It then stated, that 
9000 copies of the new testament, printed 
in the ‘Turkish language, from the royal 
press of France, had been sent to ‘Turkey. 
(Loud applause.)—Three of those testa- 
wents, which were exceedingly well print- 
ed and bound, and bearmg the royal arms 

f France, were then presented to the 
nieeting by the Professor, who, aided by 
the advice of Baron Sylvestre de Sacy, had 
inspected the edition. 


TESS 
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THE BIBLE CAUSE, 

Ertract of a letter from Josiah Roberts, 
Esq. in London, to Robert Ralston, Esq. 
in Philadeiphia, dated April 27, (id. 
© The recent accounts from Russia are 

very gratifying; the income of the Russian 

Bible Society the past year hat excecded 

19,000 pounds sterling; and 50,000 cop- 

ies of the Scriptures, in seven different lan- 

guages are now in the press at St. Peters- 
burg. The Emperor Alexander teke: great 

delight in having bis subjects taught t 
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read, and in having no other lessons than 
scriptural ones. 

New Bible Societies continue to be form- 
ed in France, auxiliary to that at Paris.— 
Toulouse and Nismes, as well as Bordeaux, 
have now their Bible Societies, and in the 
parts where there has been no unhappy 
collision between the Protestants and Cath- 
olics, and where the population is of the 
latter class almost entirely, the Scriptures 
are generally well received by the Catho- 
lics. 

* Dr. Pinkerton is continuing his route 
from the south of France to Nice, Genoa, 
aud Leghorn, in his way for Asia Minor, 
&c. and finds great encouragement in his 
work as he proceeds from place to place.” 

Religious Remenbrancer. 
=> 

** Era of Good Feelings.°—There is a 
society in London, composed mostly of 
christians, of which the British duke of 
Sussex, one of the king’s sons, is presi- 
dent, for the relief and education of poor 
Jews and their children! At their late an- 
niversary, a little Hebrew girl not seven 
years old, was placed on the table by his 
royal highness, when she recited the follow- 
ing beautiful ode : 


O ye, whose comprehensive claims 
Tn one condens’d affection blend, 
All that endears the hallow’d names 
Of parent, guardian, guide & friend; 
Redeem’d by your paternal love, 
From hopeless poverty and sloth, 
Once more your children come to prove, 
Their mind and body’s happy growth. 


Here in our blooming cheeks, behold 
The blossoms of industrious health ; 
Elere, in our hearts, do we enfold 
The future fruits of moral wealth. 
For those i plead who hither come, 
Too young to make their own appeal ; 
And eh! Isupplicate for some, 
Almost too old your care to feel. 


gricfs that ye assuage, 
By orphin’s eyes uprais’d to bless ; 
By the er y head of childiess age, 
Bow'd to the garth in thanktulness, 
O ireely, still, your aid bestow, 
Help us to live—the old to die, 
And ble essing others here be low, 
Yourselves be d ubly bless’d on high! 
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But the hest part of the account is, that 
the collection on the occasion amounted to 
between 7 and 8000 dollars ! ‘Two or 
three centuries ago, the Jews were consid- 
ered the outcasts of the world, and that it 
was serving God to persecute them. Amer- 

i is the only christian country in the 
world, whose annals do not record some 
persecutjon of the descendants of Abraham, 

Ceniinel. 


The General Assetably of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States, at their 
sessions in Philadclphia on the 2d of Jun 
ult. organized a ** Board of Education for 
training Young Men for the Gospel Minise 
try.’ ‘The Board consists of thirty-six Min- 
isters and Elders, belonging toPhiladelphia, 
Geneva, Albany, New-York, Vircinio, 
Pittsburgh, Ohio, Tennessee, Keniucky, 
North and South Carolina, and Georgia. 
The following are apart of the Resvluticus 
of the Assembly, passed at. the date above 
named: 


“That it be recommended that Boards 
of Education be formed within our bounds, 
auxiliary to the Board of ihe General As- 
sembly, as extensively as possible. 

That it be recommended ‘to the several 
Presbyteries to form themselves into Edu- 
cation Societies, auxiliary to the Board, 
and to adept the most vigorous efforts to 
accomplisi: this important object. 

That as a furdamental principle, ng 
young man shall be patronized and assistec 
by the funds of the Board, who shail not 
in the judgment of the Board, or of some 
auxiliary society, give hopeful evidence of 
picty and prowising talents, 


« 
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That it be the object of this Board of 
Education and its auxiliaries, to assist the 
young men under their patronage and di- 
rection, to obtain all parts of an"education 
necessary to their introduction into the 
pulpit, including both their classical and 
theological course. 

That the Boards auxiliary to the Board 
of the Assembly, shall be permitted to 
make such arrangements and selections of 
places for.the young men under their care 
to prosecute their education, whether clas- 
sical or theological, as they may prefer. 

That the auxiliaries shall annually report 
their proceedings to the Board, and that 
the Board report to the Assembly. 

That the Auxiliaries shall send to the 
Board all the surplus funds in their hands, 
which shall not be necessary for the young 
men under their own immediate care. 

That the Board, according to iis best 
discretion, assign to the several Auxiliary 
Socicties their just proportion of the whole 
dispesable funds of the Board.” 





“THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 
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“Another V owe fromthe Grave.” 

A Tract, entitled ‘* Another voice from 
the Grave,” written by the Rev. Thomas 
Hi. Skinner, and published by the Tract 
Society of Philadelphia, and which has ob- 
tained a wide circulation, is found to be 
entirely destitute of truth. Mr. Skinner, 
in a Philadelphia paper of June 26, ac- 
knowledges ‘that he has bern, in this mat- 
ter, the subject of flagrait imposition.” 
No portion of this Tract has ever been 
published by the Watchman; but we men- 
tion the facis stated, in order that serious 
persons, Whenever remarkable tales relating 
to religion are represented to them, may 
be on their guard against those who may 
atiempt to deceive them. Let no such 
statements be credited without a thorough 
examination. A successful imposition, like 
that recently practised in Philadelphia, is a 
trrumph ‘to the enemies of religion, and a 
wound to the cause of truth, the effects of 
which will not speedily cease in their oper- 
tion. The friends of vital religion will do 
well to remember that facts relating to it 
need no exaggeration, nor any visionary 
colorings from them. Let truth be dress- 
ed iv that simplicity of which the Bible is 
a perfect model, and lasting benefit to the 
world will be the happy result. 

a 

cF°This day’s Watchman concludes the 
lengihy, but nervous and energetic speech 
of Mr. Brackeuridge, on Religious Liberty. 
We had intended to abridge this last part ; 
but on attempting to do so, found no por- 
tion of it that we felt willing to withhold 
from our readers, It is our hope that they 
will carefully digest its masculine thoughts 
on this subject, and recommend an exam- 
ination of them to their friends; and espe- 
cially to those, who from partial views of 
the subject, or some other unpropitious 
cause, have hitherto apprehended evil from 
the influence of so much religious freedom. 
as is advocated, in our Opinion, with much 
correctness. Its uncommon excellence is 
our only apology for its occupying so large 
@ portion of our paper. 

** Many shall run te and fro, and knowl- 
edge shall be increased.” 

A neat, religious newspaper, entitled 
* The Missionary,” has been just com- 
menced at Mount Zion, in the state of 
Georgie. It is princed by Mr. Jacob P. 
Norton, recently of Boston, and one of the 
late firfa of Messrs. Parmenter & Norton. 
The folluwing pertinent remarks on the re- 
ligious public ardor of the times, daily be- 
coming more systematic, are extracted 
from the third number of that paper, pub- 
lished on the 11th of June ult. We ar 
gratified that such sentiments are pervading 
and emanating from a distant section of 
the South. 

*’ The present day has with great pro- 





priety been called a day of religiots enter- 
prise. ‘The plans for extending the king- 
dom of Christ, and evangelizing the na- 
tions, have become as settled, fixed and 
definite as the principles which regulate 
the commerce or governments of the world, 
To convey light, liberty and life to the 
wretched pagans, is indeed a noble enter- 
prize. Angels who sang at the birth of the 
Saviour, and who rejoice over one sinner 
that repenteth, would, no doubt, deem it 
an honor to participate our labors, and 
share our privations in this work of chris- 
tian charity. And shall man for whom 
salvation was purchased, and especially 
shall one whose proud heart has been hum- 
bled by the mercy of God, feel no interest 
in the annihilation of pagan superstition, 
ansl in the redemption of pagan souls?— 
The heart which cannot feel on this sub- 
ject, might as well be dead to every sym- 
pathy—and the hand which cannot move 
in the execution of these schemes of chris- 
tian benevolence, embracing the best inter- 
ests of time and eternity, might as well be 
palsied by the touch of death.” 
eR 


MR. BELL. 

[We give place to the following remarks, 
as they happily delineate a valuable part 
of the character of a philanthropist de- 
serving imitation. ‘They are extracted 
from Mr. S. L. Knapp’s Eulogy on §. Bell, 
Fsq. late deputy-sheriff and jailer of Suf- 
folk. | 

** His demeanor, his intelligence, and his 
humanity made him, in the opinion of the 
discriminiating and the good, a proper per- 
son to take the laborious office of under- 
sheriff, which he did at the age offthirty. 
This executive office had, in most parts of 
New-England, been filled by coarse, bois- 
terous, and iron-hearted men. Violence 
and insensibility seemed to be considered 
at that time by most people to be indispen- 
sable in the character of such an officer. 
The conduct of Mr. Bell, produced a gen- 
eral revolution in public opinion upon this 
subject. He stood like the spirit of justice 
in the form of the angel of mercy between 
debtor and creditor, softening the severity 
of the latter, and rousing the hopes and en- 
couraging the exertions of the former.— 
Delays were obtained, that-he who owed 
might have time to struggle to pay ; and, 
by his influence, terms were proposed to 
make payment practicable ; aud these ar- 
rangements frequently prevented much 
misery, and restored confidence among 
men. From the weight of his character, 
and the just reputation gained by the deli- 
cate and happy discharge of his duty, the 
office became respectable, and when va- 
cancies occurred, men of worth were eager 
to obtain an appointment. 

*¢ For these last nine years, Mr. Bell had 
been jailer as well as sheriff; and here he 
he had full exercise for all his patience, 
forbearance, and good feelings. A diary 
ofsingular and remarkable cases, which 
called forth the exercise of his virtues and 
talents in this office, would make a pon- 
derous volume. I have seen him when he 
visited the cells of crime and wretchedness, 
and at his approach profanity was dumb, 
and despair grew calm. I have seen him 
with the broken-hearted debtor, who was 
weeping at the recollection of his disheart- 
ened wife, and hapless, suffering children, 
and as he came nigh the prisoner, he seem- 
ed as a sort of electrical conductor, 
to convey away the agonies of the 
wounded soul. There are men, who can 
bear testimony that his presence, his con- 
solations, and his exertions, have snatched 
from the hand of despair the knife sharpen- 
ed for suicide, and broken the poisoned 
bow] which frenzy had prepared to drain. 
He so easily passed from great efforts to 
litle kindnesses, and in all his doings there 
was such a serenity of mind, that those 
who did not know him mighth ave supposed 
that he wanted feeling, even while he was 
exercising the highest and most exalted 
charities ; but natural fortitude and moral 
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courage were diffused through every action 
of his life.” 

Slavery in Ohio.—The newspapers in 
Ohio join in a universal expression of hor- 
ror at the very thought of introducing sla-~ 
very into the state. It appears tha the re~ 
port of an intention to propose the repeal 
of the laws against slavery, originated in 
the malice of those who were opposed to a 
state convention which was summoned for 
other purposes. —WVational Recorder. 
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The Rev. Mr. Cornelius has accepted 
the call of the Tabernacle Church and So- 
ciety, in Salem, to become an Associate 
Pastor with the Rey. Dr. Worcester. 

Casualty.—One of the mud boats, in 
which were eight persons, employed in fill- 
ing up the dam from Charles-st. to Brook- 
lyne, yesterday filled with water and sunk, 
Two of the laborers were drowned; the 
other six were recovered before. the spark 
of life had become extinct. The names of 
the unfortunate persons we have not yet 
learned.-—Patriot. 

Ordination.—On Wednesday, last week, 
the Rev. Convers Francis was ordaiaed to 
the pastoral charge of the Congregationa} 
Church in Watertown. The introductory 
prayer was by the Rev. Mr. Lowell, of Bos- 
ton—the sermon by the Rev. De. Osgood, 
of Medford—the ordaining prayer by the 
Rey. President Kirkland—ihe charge by 
the Rey. Dr. Ripley, of Concord—the 
right hand of fellowship by the Rev. Mr. 
Palfrey, of Boston, and the concluding 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Ripley, of Walt- 
ham. _ 

Correspondence.—**D.” shall be inserted 
in our next number. Several other favors 
are under consideration, 


(<reWe hope none of our correspond- 
ents will be offended, if we sometimes de- 
cline publishing their communications. 
Independence of opinion cannot be pre- 
served, nor a Correct course pursued, with- 
out the exercise of the right of private 
judgment ; and the editor who relinquishes 
that right, not only subjects himself to 
much inconvenience, but often displeases 
a large portion of his readers, merely to 
gratify the wishes of a few, 


et 
French School.—A French School for la- 
dics has recertly been opened in Market- 
street, over Mr. Alger’s Academy. We 
understand the instructress received an ed- 
ucation in England, and afterwards resided 
a number of years in one of the largest cit- 
ies in France, and converses in both the 
English and French languages, with equal 

ease and correctness. 


MARRIED, 
At Dorchester, on Thursday last, the 
Rev. Dr. liichmond to Mrs. C.K. Sargent. 
In Cahabe, Alabama Ter. Mr. Henry 
Trowbridge, formerly of this town, to Miss 
Letitia Vandyke Campbell. 


DIED, 

In this town, Mr. leaiah Thomas, Jun. 
bookseller, aged 45-—Mr. Chester Stebbins, 
printer, aged 42—George Phineas Capen, 
aged 11 months. 

In Salem, Capt. Aaron Thomas, aged 34. 

In Springfield, Col. Silas Chapin, aged 
64. In Providence, Capt. Jonathan Wal- 
len, a patriot of the revolution, and recent- 
ly received the bouuty of Congress. 

On board ship Ladoga, Capt. Clark, of 
New Bedford, on her passage from Manilla 
to Europe, Mr. Rowland R. Crocker, Jr. 
of New Bedford, aged 19, son of Captain 
Rowland R, Crocker—and Me. Ebenezer 
Woed, of Fairhaven. , ; 

In Clarence, (N. Y.) Mr. Joseph Bixler. 
He fell with an adze in his hand, and cut 
himself in the thigh, so as to cause his death. 

In Norfolk, Mr. Wm. Etheredge, killed 
by being struck by the bar of a capstan; 
the other persons employed letting go, 
without bis kuowing it till struck. 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


HEAVEN THE SAINTS’ REST. 


Turoven a world of change and sorrow, 
All the saints are call’d to go ; 

Joy. to-day, and grief to-morrow, 
Is their lot while here below. 








Sin to them proves so distressing, 
That they groan beneath the load ; 
Feel unworthy of each blessing, 
Which descends from Christ their God. 


But this burden is decreasing, 
Fast as time its course moves on ; 
Then their joys will be unceasing, 
When this mortal life is gone. 


To this rest no sin can enter, 
Nor in Paradise be known ; 

Nor the powers of darkness venture 
To assault the saint’s bright throne. 


There no grief, nor bitter sighing, 
With the sons of God shall be ; 
Separation, pain and dying, 
Shall forever from them flee. 


Glorious rest, auspicious morning, 
How I long to see the day! 
Come, O Death, and give the warning, 
And my soul shall soar away. D. 
= + a 


From the Fifth Annual Repert of the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missiens, for the United States. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

From Mr. Posey to the Corres;snding Sec. 
Waynesville, Haywood County, (.V. C.) 
March 11, 1819. 

Wir some difficulty I attempt writing 
to you once more. ‘There are so many 
subjects on which I wish to write, that to 
do justice to every one would fill a volume 
instead of a letter ; but 1 must make a few 
words suffice on each subject. And first, 
in regard to my labours in the service of 
the Board :—My time was generally spent 
in a similar manner as it was before I wrote 
in June last, which seems to render it un- 
necessary to go the general round in the way 
of ajournal, In June and July, I took a 
#onr through a considerable part of the na- 
tion, in which I attended a council between 
the Indians and governor M’Minn of Ten- 
nessee, relating to the exchange of their 
land here for land over the Mississippi. At 
this talk, I had the opportunity of convers- 
ing a good deal with Mr. Charles Hicks, 
one of their principal chiefs, who is a man 
of considerable information, and I trust a 
real Christian. He and some other natives 
have been baptized by the Rev. Mr. Gam- 
bold, the Moravian missionary at Spring- 
place. * 

IT found aegeneral anxiety prevailing a- 
mong them for schoo] establishments, as 
soon as they can know what part of their 
land will be occupird by them. This they 
have still hoped would soon be known, and 
now, | understand, Mr. Hicks has gone on 
to Congress: it is probable on his return it 
@an be determined 

Owing to this uncertainty, all my schools 
stopped, having continued only # quarter. 
A number of the poor young Indians made 
e@onsiderable advances, and they all, gen- 
erally, are anxious for a continuance of 
schools immediately on the settlement of 
their affairs. I believe the schools all clo- 
sed with the Indians holding the Board in 
great honour; and notwithstanding th 
many of bad white people among them, | 
never found that they once suspected me 
of any bad design. They always seemed 
te receive me as one sent by the Great 
Spirit to instruct them, Kc, and they are 
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expecting me to attend to the fixing of 
schools whenever their business is seitled. 
I humbly trust my travelling among them 
last year has not been in vain; and in com- 
pliance with the request of tue Board, and 
my own feelings, | have in view to spend 
come time this spring amongst them. Bui 
I feel satisfied if they stay here, it would 
be best to procure a missionary that would 
live in the nation, and my family is too 
large for this ; and also, it would be too 
confining, as | have a natural turn for itin- 
erancy. And again, when [ was in the 
Missouri territory, I agreed to remove to 
that part, if the Lord will, but still intend- 
ing to have something decisively done a- 
mong the Cherokees, which I hoped could 
be done this summer. Whatever time I 
spend in the service of the Board, I will 
inform you, and any thing else relative to 
the Indians, which may appear necessary. 
I discontinued my missionary labours a- 
bout the middle of September, and on the 
26th of October started for Missouri, in 
which tour I travelled near two thousand 
miles, tried to preach forty-seven times, and 
landed at home precisely in three months, 
I was at St. Louis, but brother Peck was 
gone on a tour up the Missouri. | think 
highly of their procedure in that land of 
darkness, and hope tbe Lord will bless them 
there. The B:ptists in the town appear 
much united. I had the pleasure of preach- 
ing, two nights m succession, to a little at- 
tentive band in their preaching room. 
Leaving this subject, I next take the lib- 
erty of dropping a word respecting the li- 
stitution for educating young men called 
to the ministry by our churches. I feet a 
great solicitude for its prosperity, & know- 
ing the general tone of the brethren for a 


considerable distance, I use the freedom of 


saying, that I think, if there were less lear- 
ning required of students before they ar 
admitted, it would meet with more general 
approbation. In fact, I have heard no one 
speak of doing any thing towards it, on the 
present plan ; as the qualifications for ad- 


mission seem to put it out of the power of 


almost any in our parts, or for some hun- 
dred miles, to receive any benefit from the 
Institution. I hope, however, the Lord 
will guide you in wisdom and prudence, 
and, whatever the result may be, I trust it 
will redound to the glory of God. 





MIAMI AND OTHER INDIANS, 

From Mr, Isaac M’Coy to the Correspond- 

ing Secretary, dated Maria, [Ia.] April 

7, 1819 

In haste I write you a few lines, in hope 
they will be received before the elose of 
the aunual meeting of the Board. I am 
now on my way to Vincennes, on business 
if the iaission, the most important of which 
relates to the acquisition of a more eligib]: 
spot for our mission establishment. The 
Secretary of War has granted me permis- 
sion to settle among the Indians, provided 
they have no objection. There are two 
places which at this time appear inviting: 
one is a Miami reservation on the Wabash, 
about one hundred miles from our present 
residence ; the other is at Prarie du-Chien, 
mm the Mississippi. Since last December, 
I have been endeavouring to obtain a set- 
tlement on the former, some of thy advya:- 
tages attending which are the following :— 
Ist, It is a large reserve, say thirty miles 
square, which will afford tolerable room for 
operation. 2d, On it government will 
probably erect the two mills, and settl 
the two smiths, to which the Miamies are 
eatitled by the conditions of the late trea- 
ty. And 3d, It is a central point, in rela- 
tion to reservations made by the tribes. 1 
have already made arrang: ments with the 
proper persons, for making a trial to obtain 
the consent of the Indians ; the house an! 
land which we at present occupy, c1n rea- 
dily be sold at any time for more than th: y 
have cost us. The expense of moving wil 
not be considerable, but we shall lik |; 
obliged to settle on land to which we shall 
not have a permanent title ; this, however, 





is the less to be lamented, in consequence 
of a hope that ] may get an ippointmeitin 
the superintendance of the mills, &c, which 
may contribute to the lessening of our ex- 
p-nses, and also facilitate our operations 
imoug the Indians. I necd say nothing in 
regard to the expenses that will be incur- 
red at such a station after the first year, 
since brother Peck has made such a judi- 
cious remark on the subject, which | have 


just now seen in the sixth number of the 


Luminary. 

Now, sir, will it be proper, all things con- 
sidered, to prosecute my present undertak- 
ing, or pursue a different course? This 
question is asked with an indescribable de- 
sire that the answer should be in the affir- 
mative. Our greatest fears are, that the 
Board will not think the little good we are 
doing, and are likely to do, will justify the 
expense that will be incurred, which, how- 
ever, we shall study to make as light as 
possible. Ever since we have been in the 
service of the Board, we have felt ourselves 
bound, under the strongest obligations, to 
observe a strict frugality. Permit us to 
live where we hope we may be most useful 
to the miserable Indians, and if there must 
be an abridgment of the support which we 
may deem necessary to carry our plans in- 


to effective operation, let it be of that’ 


which is given for our subsistence. I now 
feel as if I had rather subsist on the dried 
venison of the Indians, then be denied the 
means necessary to render the mission ser- 
viceable to them; but my resolution, in 
general, is too much hke Peter’s. It is my 
happiness, however, to believe that you 
pray forus ; yea, we trust we are subjects 
of the intercession of One whose prayers 
are heard always. 

We are in daily expectation of receiving 
the gladdening intelligence that another 
missionary is appointed to this station.— 
My accounts were forwarded to you two 
or three months ago. 

— 

From Mr. Samuel Eastman, to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, dated Natchez, March 
23, 1819. 

More than six months having elapsed 
since | commenced my endeavours under 
the patronage of the Board, I deem it my 
duty to give some account of the manner 
in which I have spent my time. 

I left my parents and friends in New- 
Hampshire on the 8th of September, and 
commenced my journey to the state of Mis- 
sissippi, according to your instructions, at 
which place, by the blessing of God, I ar- 
rived on the 22d of December. 
my journey was performed in the stages & 
steam-boats, few opportunities of preaching 
on the way were offered me. While pas- 
sing through Ohio and Kentucky, mad: 


some effort to collect money for the use of 


missions, and in some places the zeal of th: 
people was displayed by liberal coutribu- 
tions, 

Since my arrival at the place of my des- 
tination, have spent my time in the city of 
Natchez, and in visiting the churches an! 
destitute places in its vicinity, to the dis- 
‘ance of thirty miles. Have also made on 
tour to Louisiana, during which had th 
pleasure of seeing our worthy brethr: n. 
Rev. Dr. Cooper, and Rev. Mr. Raval 
son, to whom the Board was pl-ased to r 
fer me for counsel and friendship. 

1 know of no remarkable religious inte!- 
ligence to communicate to you. In man 
of the congregations which I visit, a solem: 
seriousness is depicted on each countes- 
ance during the time o vice, and some 
inquire what they shall do to inherit et+r- 
val life. The churches are receiving grad- 
ual additious, backsliders are returning, an: 
in scm» instances lukewarm protessors are 
shaki.ig off ihe slumber of carelessness. 

It hes, in most parts of the State, become 
Aisrepuiable openly to deny the divine or- 
‘gin of the Holy Bible. ‘But the largest 
part of our population is constituted of 
those who are stout hearted wgainst the 
power of truth. I trust you will not forget 


As most of 





how much we stand in need of 


: : our le 
pilcaions, y “7 


“ig The more J contemplate the 
condition cf those who are afar off from 
God, the more is my commiseration enlist. 
ed in their behalf. If well directed exer. 
tions to evangelize the world are vigorous] 

pursued by every denomination of Chris. 
tians, we ought to entertain no doubt but 
the Lord will, ia due time, make these €X- 
crtions effectual. In due ‘ime shall we be- 
hold ihe troops of hell relinquishing their 
unequal wartare, laying down the w capons 
of their rebellion, aud enlisting under the 
banner of Immanuel. May the followers 
of Christ never grow faint or Weary in their 
labour, until the triumphs of his cross shall 
be extended far and wiae, and the whole 
earth be filled with his glory ! 





en STEN Poe 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE WATCHMAN. 


Anecdote of the late Andrew Fuller, 


It is related of this worthy man, remark- 
able for his ngenuousness and simplicity of 
manners, that on a tour which he made for 
the purpose of soliciting donations for the 
Baptist mission in India, he called ona cer- 
tain wealthy lord in England, who was not 
personally acquainted with Mr. Fuller, but 
who had heard of his disinterested labors 
in the cause of missions, and of the report 
of his talents and piety. After he had 
stated to him the object of his visit, the lord 
observed, that he thought he should make 
him no donation ; and Mr. Fuller was pre- 
paring toretire: when the former observed, 
that there was one man, Andrew Fuller, 
to whom, if he could see him, he thought 
he would give something for the Mission. 
Mr. F. immediately observed, ** My name, 
sir, is Andrew Fuller.’? On this the noble- 
men, with some degree of coldness, gave 
him a guinea. Observing the mdiiference 
with which the money was presented, Mr. 
Fuller, looking the nobleman in the face 
with much gravity, addressed him with this 
interrogation—** Does the gift, sir, proceed 
from your heart? If it does not, I wish not 
to receive it.> The nobleman, melted 
and overcome with this honest frankness, 
spontaneously took from his purse, and 
presented him ten guineas more, with this 
remark—** there sir, this comes from my 
HEART! —~ 

It was an important idea with Mr. Ful- 
ler, to enforce this sentiment, that men 
should do good from a good motive. On 
a certain occasion, when he preached a 
charity sermon, after stating to his hearers 
their duty in the case, he warned them a 
against giving from the opinion of thereby 
meriting the favor of God; and instead of 
flattering them in order to draw from them 
their money, he plainly stated to them, 
*Ifany of yeu propose to give with such 

corrupt motive, J warn you of the danger 
of such conduct.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


In the London Sunday School Reposito- 
ry it is remarked, that the celebrated Rob- 
Tt Morrison, the Missionary to China, fe 
~-ived his first religious impressions at the 
High Bridge Sabbath School. A knowl- 
edge of this fact, ought to encourage the 
teachers to Jabor in season and out of sea 
eon. Had this been the only instance of 
good, resulting from Sabbath School estab- 
liehments, it were an ample recompence 
for allthe Jabor that has been bestowed up- 
on them. Who can tell, but God is train 
ing in Sabbath Schools, the Brainards, the 
Swartzs, tiie Vanderkemps, the Careys, and ‘ 
ihe Morrisons, to whom he has committed 


>= = 


the gloricus work of renovaticg the world? 
An inspired prophet says, **Many shall ran | 
‘o and fro, and knowledge shall be ncrea® ~ 
ed.” ona 
Saratoga Springs, N. ¥Y. June 16. | 
We wituessed at this place, on Sundaj; i 

the interesting spectacle of the baptsty § 
by immersion, of two ladies, at the advan 
ced ages of 62 and 73. 
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